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lives and bred in Pharisaic sanctity learnt in Christ's
circle to hold intercourse with those whose company they
would earlier have avoided as contaminating. As we
have seen, no one was excluded who did but choose to
enter, Christ compared himself to a king who kept open
house and surroimded his dinner-table with beggars from
the highway. And yet in those who became members of
the society, certain common qualities might be observed,
and it \vill be generally admitted that they formed on the
whole the sounder part of the nation. Doubtless there
were traitors and unworthy members among them;
Christ early remarked and illustrated by a striking
allegory tlic impossibility of perfectly sifting the seed
sown iii the Gospel-field. Doubtless, also, the fan in
special cases winnowed out some wheat, and there
remained to the end in the Pharisaic party good men tluit
were incurably mistaken. But on the whole a winnowing
was accomplished; and almost all the genuine worth and
virtue of the nation was gathered into the Christum
Church; what remained without was perversity und pre-
judice, ignorance of the time, ignorance of the truth, that
mass of fierce infatuation which was burnt up in the flames
which consumed the temple or shared the full of the
antichrist Barcochebah.

Some discriminating influence then was clearly at work,
nor is it very difficult to discern its nature. Christ did
not go out of his way to choose his followers; the Call
itself sifted them; the Call itself was the fan he bore in
his hand. For, though in form the same, it was in prac-
tical power very different from that Call which John had
issued. Both John and Cluist proclaimed the advent of a
new divine Society, but John only proclaimed it as near,